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I. Basis of the report 

1 With recard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished Nto 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17)/. 



Description, pages: 



1-9 



as received on 



03/01/2004 with letter of 



23/12/2003 



Claims, No.: 
1-4 



as received on 



03/01/2004 with letter of 



23/12/2003 



Drawings, sheets: 

1/4-4/4 as received on 



03/01/2004 with letter of 



23/12/2003 



2 With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Au^ority in the 
languaglin which the international application was filed, unless otherw.se .nd.cated under th.s rtem. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 



El the description, pages: 
IS the claims, Nos.: 



10 
5-8 



e™™ prrr/iPPi/zino m/mma l-VIII Shunt 1) Uuhl 1998) 
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E3 the drawings, sheets: 5/9-9/9 

5 □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



III 



i Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

1 The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non- 
" obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application. 

IS claims Nos. 3,4. 
because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

□ the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements belov* or said claims Nos. are so unclear 
that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

IS no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. 3,4. 
Instructions: 

□ the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

□ the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Y es: Claims 1,2 



c«rr« o/rr/iPPAMno rp/wac i-vni Shsfit 21 Uulv 1998) 
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No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1,2 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1,2 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item III 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and 
industrial applicability 

Claims 3 and 4 are identical with claims 7 and 8 as originally filed. Following an 
objection of lack of unity of invention by the International Searching Authority (see 
Article 17 (3)(a) PCT), no search report had been established for present claims 3 
and 4 (former claims 7 and 8). Accordingly examination can not be carried out for 
the subject-matter of present claims 3 and 4. However, in case the application 
proceeds into the regional phase before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a 
search for claims 3 and 4 may be carried out during examination before the EPO 
in accordance with Rule 112 EPC. 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . The document EP-A-1 1 42 534 (D1 ) of the international search report, as 
acknowledged by the applicant and considered to represent the most relevant 
state of the art, discloses a device for puncturing patient's skin comprising a 
sleeve, a push element, a piston and an indicating-adjusting member with at least 
one indicator of the pre-set puncturing depth as defined in present claim 1 . 

2. The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from D1 in that said indicator is located in a 
circumferential groove in the lower part of the sleeve with external cut-outs. 

3. The above feature solves the problem to indicate the adjusted penetration depth 
of the puncturing device simultaneously with the stepwise change of the adjusting 
member in an easy readable manner. 

4. All further documents of the international search report are less relevant for the 
subject-matter of present claim 1 . Accordingly the combination of features of claim 
1 is neither known, nor rendered obvious by, the available prior art and meets the 
requirements of Article 33(2)-(4) PCT. 



Cnrm prVr/Ronarata RhAAtMnfl fShfiet H fEPO-April 1997) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/PL03/00019 

EX AMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 

Claim 2 dependent thereon defines a further advantageous embodiment and as 
such also meets the requirements of Article 33 PCT. 



cnm. Drnvsonaroto Shoot/ana ffihnnt » fEPO-ADril 1997) 



